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News Release
 

“The little town that would in spite of wood”
 “A piece of Canadian history unveiled!”

 

Boston Bar British Columbia, a small community in southwestern B.C . Like many struggling rural B.C

communities Boston Bar, and the Fraser Canyon have turned to tourism and the service industry to help pay the bills.

Although at one time home to one of the larger producing mills in Canada, which has now closed its doors, leaving

hundreds without jobs. A small but dedicated group of people have given their time, wallets and hearts to keep this small

community alive and beautiful.  

On September 29th 2007 the community of Boston Bar would like to invite you to the grand opening of a major

link to British Columbia’s history, in celebration of rural B.C communities struggling to adapt to new economic

conditions. Please join us. Attending are volunteers and community members of the past and present. Special guest will be

Chuck Strahl MP & Minister of Native Affairs, and Northern Development, and other dignitaries.

 Very important links to the history of our fine Province can be learned and experienced in the Fraser Canyon. Some

of the most significant moments in British Columbia’s economic history have occurred in this treacherous region, The

Gold Rush to the construction of two Trans-Continental railways, the building of the Trans Canada Highway, and forestry.

During these times advanced ingenuity in infrastructure for transportation was a necessity to become mobile in this

rugged terrain. The most unique example of this is the Aerial Ferry which operated to link North Bend to Boston Bar

allowing vehicles, freight and people to cross over the Fraser River. The only ferry of its type in North America this

unique system ran 1200 feet across the canyon fully suspend on horizontal cables. The Aerial Ferry was constructed in

1939 and officially opened March 15th 1940. In 1986 this amazing piece of Canadian history was replaced with the

existing bridge which was built to facilitate the increasing volume and growing need for a faster mode of transportation.

 

With the help of a federal grant (New Horizons Seniors Project) and donations, local volunteers and the Boston

Bar/North Bend Enhancement Society, have recently finished restoring the Aerial Ferry and have set it in the Frances

Harrington Park located in the heart of Boston Bar. Accompanying this historical landmark are story boards featuring

photos and the history of the Aerial Ferry. Other story boards in the park, complete the setting by relating the vast history

of Boston Bar and the Scenic Fraser Canyon. The park is open year round and provides an interactive rest area for

travelers as they journey through this jagged landscape.

 

This event will be held in downtown Boston Bar in the Frances Harrington Park along the Trans Canada Hwy.

September 29th 2007 Speeches will begin at 2:00 pm. For more information on this remarkable project please contact

Shirley Crow at (604)867-8800.
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